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: arte they 

it bad nor; and the other, I am willing to flats 
ter my ſelf, fathered. the 1 173 their 
oun Imagmations: upon it, 
worſe than really it was. 


ECG COHEN bog. Bent is Re 


; HI S Sermon had never appear af din Pub- 

liel, lad it not been fare d abroad bythe 
2 . of\Friends;- an the Malice of Er- 
The fuſt, I believe, out of Good Will, 

aw ſomething of Beauty in it, which 


Jan not at all ſurprix d, that the Doclrine 


herein contain d, ſhould Nettle ſome Folks, for 1 
| know there are People, to whom our Laws ſeem 
a heavy Yoke, and Truth it ſelf a Burden ; 
But 1 cannot chuſe but admire, that Thoſe whoſe 
Devotion was not 


to Church, to hear it, ſhould be ſo free of their 
Cenſures ; and how they 


bly qualify d to Gritiche upon it, I confeſs 1 


ſtrong enough. to carry them 


come to be Jo achnira- 


know not. Such People would 4 well to read. 


| the C haracter that Solomon gives them in Prov. 


18. 13. 
J 


and ſo repreſented it ET 


The Preface. 


I hear there are pany that bn, They are parti- 
cularly pointed at, and deſcrib'd in this Sermon; 
but Tadeclare, it was the Vi ice that- .. dreier. 
ing, ad not the Perſon of of 

had in view ʒ A 1 am 5 Huy of 


that by thi means, they are brought to a Ts ight of 


their own Characters ; and "twill be Happy for 


them, i therebythey get a true notion of their Faults, 
which all People muſt have, before they 


men, that 1 did no more deſign drawing thei 
Pictures, than I do giving others the Lye , 


Printing the following Diſcourſe, who bad the 
Modeſty to ſay, That there was not one Mord 


of God in the Sermon. 


T have nothing to ſay, in Apology ® "for this 3 
Sermon, but to aſſure the World , that it is 


the fame i in Print, that twas in the Pulpit and 
that twas only prepar d for a tranſient View, and 


therefore they muſt not expect it to be dre up, 


4 though it had been » of uu 10 4 uy 4 


pearance. 


can be 
7 uppos 'd to 1 But ] aſſure thoſe Gentle- 
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E reaſon, why this Caution will be always neceſſary, 
becauſe, fays He, Tour adverſary the Devil, as a 
roaring Lyon, walketh about, ſeeking whom he 9 > 
devour, 1 Pet. 5.8. 


as when they were juſt put out of the Hands of 
their Maker, it would nevertheleſs, behove em 
to be Watchful, leaſt the old Serpent, ſhould play 
the ſame Game, over again, twiſt himſelf, into 
their Acquaintance, and fo Poiſon the very facul- 
ties of their Souls. But ſince Man, has not only 
Satan for his Enemy, but alſo others, who tor 


8 ERMON 


Preach d at 


GLOUCESTER, &. 
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1 Doe: 16. 13. 


Watch ze, — Jt in the Faith, * * 
Thy Men —— 


Was ſome of the laſt Advice, our 3 


gave his Diſci N that They ſhould. 
Match, that they entred not into Temp- Mat. 26. | 


tation; and St. Puter gives us a ſufficient *** 


Were Men as Strong, Pure, and Undebauched, 


B their 


is not ſubject, to its proper temptation ; Riches, 
are productive of Pride, and Ambition; as well 
as Poverty, of Diſcontent, and Diffidence; Youth 
is apt to be too eaſy, open-hearted, and profuſe, and 
old Age, moroſe, cloſe- handed, and covetous; 
Honour is attended with a Thouſand captivating 
Charms, and nothing but Watchfulneſs can reſcue 
_ Man from the Enemies, that follow Gran- 
deur. . . 
Temptations are always flowing about us, like 
the Air we breath in, and it ſeldom fails, but we 
are carry'd away by ſome of thoſe that offer, and 
| then the line that lies between Vertue and Vice 
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to keep their proper boundary, and He only that 
walks uprightly, is in a poſſibility of walking furely. 
Now if Watchfulneſs be fo very neceſſary to 


and Difficulties, that attend a ſhort and trouble- 
ſome Life, how much more to Pilot the Magi- 
ſtrate thro? the rough Waves of a ſtormy World; 
who has not only his own Infirmities, but alſo 
thoſe of the giddy Multitude, to grapple with. 
Which that he may do effectually, I know no Ad- 
vice more proper for him to follow, than that 
which my Text affords, viz. Watch ye, ſtand faſt 
in the Faith, quit ye like ne. 


I 


is ſo very fine, that none but the Watchful are ſure- 


conduct the Man, through the many Temptations, . 


Salt er ont eee * * 2h 
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_ at. Glouceſter, (c. 
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I ſhallbeg leave to appropriate this general Ex- 


hortation of the Apoſtles, to the buſineſs of this 
Day ; and tho'I very well know my inſufficiency, 


to inſtruct the meaneſt of God's People, after his 


Will, much more to teach his Senators Wiſdom; 
yet I ſhall beg your Patience, whilſt I put you in 
mind, that the Text teaches Three things neceſſa- 
ry to be obſerv'd by all, but eſpecially by thoſe 
that have the Honour to be in any place of Truſt, 
or Authority under the Government. 
Firſt, That they are Watchful, . 


— 


Secondly, That They perſevere, and continue firm 


In the Fade; and  —- 


Thirdly, That they have Courage honeſtly to dif. 


' charge that Truſt that is repo#d in them. 


1 
j 

% 
5 
* 


I 


Firſt, That they are Watchful. 


As Kings and Princes under God, are the Springs 
that put the Peoples Happineſs in motion, ſo are 
inferiour Magiſtrates, like ſo many leſſer Wheels, 
' abſolutely neceſſary to carry on the Deſign, for 
tho the firſt ſhould take care to Enact the beſt 
Laws in the World, yet if rhe latter ſhould fail to 
put Them in Execution, there would be ſtill juſt 
_ occaſion for Complaint, tho? not againſt the Con- 
ſtitution ; For if they fail in the Diſcharge of their 
proper Functions, fo far is the Machine out of 
order, and the regularity of its motion obſtruct- 
ed; And altho' the whole Body Politic, be not 
immediately diſcompos'd, by the Irregularity, Su- 


pine Negligence, or Stupidity of one ſubordinate 


' Magiſtrate, yet is that particular Community 
over which He preſides, robb'd of the Bleſſing He 
- ſhould convey to them; even as the enjoyments 
of the Senſes are often interrupted by the Indiſ- 
—_—_— pioſition 
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poſition of their proper Organ, ſo that the moſt 
refin'd Pleaſures become taſtleſs and inſipid. 

To prevent which, and to anſwer the Deſign of 
Their being plac'd in ſuch Stations, it is requiſite 
that the Magiſtrates be Watchful; Firſt, of the 
Glory of God; 

- Secondly, Of the Good of the Government. And 
_ Thirdly, Of Their own Lives and Actions. 
I. The Magiſtrate muſt be Watchful of the 


Glory of God; The deſign of all God's great and 


amazing Works was his own Glory; and He that 
does not, as far as in him lies, contribute there 
unto, does in a great meaſure fruſtrate the end of 


his Creation, and robs God of the Honour due 
unto his Name, 5 N 


Every Man, when he comes to a due under- 
ſtanding, has a Truſt committed to him, of which 
he muſt one Day give an impartial Account; But 


when once the Man becomes a Magiſtrate, his 


bDbligation grows ſtronger, and his Duty's doub- 
led; his Relation to God becomes nearer, his 


Pal., 82. 


tells them they ſhall die like Men. 


Commiſſion making him little leſs than Divine, 


(whatever ſome People may fancy, who love to 


ſpeak evil of Dignities, and of the Rulers of the 


People) and what the Platoniſts thought of a Poet, 
may more truly be attributed to the Magiſtrate, 


That He is ſomething leſs than a God, and ye: 
more than a Man; I have ſaid ye are Gods, ſays {| 


the Lord himſelf, tho? to humble their Pride, He 


From this nearneſs of Relation ariſes an Obli- 
gation, on them in particular, that They be 
watchful of the Glory of God, who has conſtitu- 
ted them for no other End, but to promote his 

75 e — None 


it is not rea 


at Glouceſter, (gc. 


3 


Honour, further the Salvation of Mankind, h 
their conduct and example, and ſcreen his- People 
from Oppreſſion. | 
II. The Oath which the Magiſtrates take; 
at the entring into their Office, either verbally 
expreſſes, or virtually implies the Obligation they 


| le under, to be watchful of the Glory of God'; 


The real Good of the Community, and the Glo- 
ry of the Creator, being ſo twiſted together, that 


tis impoſſible to part them; So that if a Man was 


7 askt, what Nation, or People, were moſk, Happy. 

He might anſwer, without much pauſii Thoſe 
that made the Glory of God their daily Practice, 
and his Honour the avhole deſign of their Lives; for 


2 where his Commands are broken, and his Honour: 


- lightly eſteem'd, that People muſt be Miſerable, 
; tho” Gold were as Duſt, and Silver as the Sand = 


upon the Sea-ſhore. _ 


III. Tho? there be now no ſuch Theocracy, 


as of old over the Jews, yet is God ſtill Governour 
of the World; Now all Government ſuppoſes 
> Laws, and Laws of themſelves, tho' never fo 


good, are uſeleſs and infignificant, except there. 


be ſome body to put them in motion. And ſince 

Pnable to ſuppoſe, that Providence 
ſhould immediately interpoſe, in all Contro- 
verſies and Difficulties that may ariſe (for then 


there would be no need of human Laws) it ne- 


f ceſſarily follows, that God muſt depute certain 


Perſons to carry on the Regimen of the rational 
World, by putting his Laws in Execution. And 
* this Truſt can never be duly diſcharg'd, except 
the Magiſtrate has the Honour and Glory of God, 
always in his view 3 He muſt reflect on the infinite 
: Juſtice 
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poſition of their proper Organ, ſo that the moſt 
refin'd Pleaſures become taſtleſs and inſipic. 
To prevent which, and to anſwer the Deſign of 


Their being plac'd in ſuch Stations, it is requiſite 


that the Magiſtrates be Watchful; Firſt, of the 


Glory of God; 


Secondly, Of the Good of the Government. And 
Thirdly, Of Their own Lives and Actions. 
I. The Magiſtrate muſt be Watchful of the 


Glory of God; The deſign of all God's great and 


amazing Works was his own Glory; and He that 


does not, as far as in him lies, contribute there- 


unto, does in a great meaſure fruſtrate the end of 


his Creation, and robs God of the Honour due 
unto his Name, I EE 
Every Man, when he comes to a due under- 


ſtanding, has a Truſt committed to him, of which 


he muſt one Day give an impartial Account; But 


2 
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when once the Man becomes a Magiſtrate, his 
Obligation grows ſtronger, and his Duty's doub- 
led; his Relation to God becomes nearer, his 


Commiſſion making him little leſs than Divine, 
(whatever ſome People may fancy, who love to 
ipeak evil of Dignities, and of the Rulers of the 
People) and what the Platoniſts thought of a Poet, 
may more truly be attributed to the Magiſtrate, 
That He is ſomething leſs than a God, and yer 


more than a Man; I have ſaid ye are Gods, ſays 
the Lord himſelf, tho' to humble their Pride, He 
tells them they {hall die like Men. 


From this nearneſs of Relation ariſes an Ohlji- 


gation, on them in particular, that They be | 


watchiul of the Glory of God, who has conſtitu- 
ted them tor no other End, but to promote his 
— __ Honour, 


at Glouceſter, Oc. | 


Honour, further the Salvation of Mankind, by 
their conduct and example, and ſcreen his People 
from Oppreſſion. ST 
II. The Oath which the Magiſtrates take, 
at the entring into their Office, either verbally 


expreſſes, or virtually implies the Obligation they 


lie under, to be watchful of the Glory of God; 


| The real Good of the Community, and the Glo- 


ry of the Creator, being ſo twiſted together, that 
*tis impoſſible to part them ; So that if a Man was 


8 askt, what Nation, or People, were moſt, Happy. 
He might anſwer, without much pauſilgy/ Thoſe 
that made the Glory of God their daily Practice, 


and his Honour the whole deſign of their Lives; for 


where his Commands are broken, and his Honour _ 
lightly eſteem'd, that People muſt be Miſerable, 


tho? Gold were as Duſt, and Silver as the Sand 
upon the Sea- ſhore. e = 


1 1 III. Tho? there be | now no ſuch Theocracy, 


as of old over the Jews, yet is God ſtill Governour 


of the World; Now all Government ſuppoſes 


Laws, and Laws of themſelves, tho' never ſo 


good, are uſeleſs and inſignificant, except there 
be ſome body to put them in motion. And ſince 


it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Providence 


ſhould immediately interpoſe, in all Contro- 
yverſies and Difficulties that may ariſe (for then 
there would be no need of human Laws) it ne- 


ceſſarily follows, that God muſt depute certain 
| Perſons to carry on the Regimen of the rational 


World, by putting his Laws in Execution. And 


this Truſt can never be duly diſcharg'd, except 
the Magiſtrate has the Honour and Glory of God, 

always in his view; He muſt reflect on the infinite 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice and Truth of God, who gave him his 
Commiſſion; and take care as far as in him lies, 
that his Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven; 
The Magiſtrate ſhould always have in Mind St. 
Pauls Advice, That whatſoever he does, it muſt be 
dons to the Glory of God, otherwiſe he acts be- 
fide his Commiſhon, and has no Reaſon to ex- 
-peA that Succeſs ſhould Crown his Undertaking ; 
for if at any time his Actions put on a proſperous 


Aſpect, or tend to the Glory of God, and the Pub- 


lick-Good, without having either in view; He 
has on the Mark by a random Shot, having 


little title to the Protection of God's Providence, 
and J am ſure none at all to the direction of his 


good Spirit. 


2 Chron. Well A8 Cu ſtos Pac is => | He judgeth Ao Tor Men, 


19. 6. but for the Lord. The Sword of Juſtice is 
committed to him for the Puniſhment of Evil- 

doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well, to 
countenance Vertue, and to diſcourage Vice; and _ 


wWjhen he wilfully fails in the performance thereof, 
he is juftly chargeable with Crimemlæſæ Majeſtatis, 
and tho? his Scarlet may protect him againſt the 


ſtrength of human Laws, yet muſt he expect to 
anſwer for his Sins, of as deep a die, before that 
God to whom he has prov'd a Traitor. In ſhort, 


What St. Bernard ſays of the Prelate, may with- 


out violence be made a Rule for the Præfect, or 
Civil Magiſtrate ; That he muſt be a Phineas to 
Fornicators, an Elias to Idolaters, an Eliſha to 
Niggards, a Peter to Lyars, and a Paul to Blaſphe- 
mers: His Eyes and Ears ſhould be open to the 
ll Actions, Oaths, and Curſes of the Rich, as 


well 


agiſtrate is Cuſtos Glorie Dei, as 
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well as to the, ſeldom unpuniſht, Sins of the. 
Poor. 


At this rate the 


. Magiſtrate would have a Court 
of Reformation in his own Breaſt, the work would 
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be put into more honeſt and reputable Hands, the 
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ſuſpition be taken off that tis done more out of ma- 
lice and deſign of picking of Pockets, than refor- 
ming the State, and our Laws regain their deſer- 
ved Credit, of being ſtrong enough to carry on 


the neceſſary work of Reformation, without ſuch 


* clandeſtine, ſneaking Aſſiſtance, as is ſometimes - 
made uſe of; but ſome People may (perhaps) be 
of the mind of the Wounded Gentleman, which- 
Sir Kenelm Digby ſpeaks of, in relation to his Sym- 

_ ? pathetic Powder, Let the Cure be done, tho Maho- 


© He that'sofa ſluggiſh ſleepy Temper, will make 
© butanindifferentOfficer in this caſe; he?ll look upon 
| Juſtice it ſelf as a heavy Weight, and nothing but 


In the Second place, the Magiſtrate muſt be - 
watchful of the Good of the Government. 


the ſtrength of Neceſſity can cauſe him to put it 


in motion. Such a one is more likely to Batten in 
the Office, than to do good to that Body, over 
which he preſides; and whatever Qualities he may 
have in common with that Animal, that ſaved the 
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Capitol, yet he*IFne*re deſerve to be remember'd 


for his Watchfulneſs: Therefore all Bodies that 

have a Power of electing Magiſtrates, ſhould take 
care not to chooſe ſuch a Head, as will Nod 
over their Priviledges, and drop them out of 


his Hand, whilſt he ſleeps, or betray them to the 
Enemy, by Craft or Guile. But a Man that 
is Watchful, a Lover of the Eftabliſh'd Re- 


ligion 2 
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2 Chron. 
| 19. 6. | 


Tuftice and Truth of God, who gave him his 
Commiſſion; and take care as far as in him lies, 
that his Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven, 
The Magiſtrate ſhould always have in Mind St. 


Paul's Advice, That whatſoever he does, it muſt be 


done to the Glory of God, otherwiſe he acts be- 


fide his Commiſſion, and has no Reaſon to ex- 


-peQ that Succeſs ſhould Crown his Undertaking ; 


for if at any time his Actions put on a proſperous 


Aſpect, or tend to the Glory of God, and the Pub- 
lick Good, without having either in view ; He 
has onl yt the Mark by a random Shot, having 
little title to the Protection of God's Providence, 
and JI am ſure none at all to the direction of his 


good Spirit. 


IV. The Magiſtrate is Caftos Glorie Dei, as 
well as Cuſtos pacis: He judgeth not for Men, 
but for the Lord. The Sword of Juſtice is 
committed to him for the Puniſhment of Evil- 
doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well, to 
countenance Vertue, and to diſcourage Vice; and 
when he wiltully fails in the performance thereof, 
he is juſtly chargeable with Crimemlæſæ Majeſtatis, 
and tho? his Scarlet may protect him againſt the 
ſtrength of human Laws, yet muſt he expe& to 
anſwer for his Sins, of as deep a die, before that 
God to whom he has prov'd a Traitor. In ſhort, 
What St. Bernard ſays of the Prelate, may with- 
out violence be made a Rule for the Præfect, or 
Civil Magiſtrate ; That he muſt be a Phineas to 
Fornicators, an Elias to Idolaters, an Eliſha to 
Niggards, a Peter to Lyars, and a Paul to Blaſphe- 
mers: His Eyes and Ears ſhould be open to the 


ill Actions, Oaths, and Curſes of the Rich, as 
— well 


at Glouceſter, Oc. 


well as to the, ſeldom unpuniſht, Sins of the 
Poor. 5 
At this rate the Magiſtrate would have a Court 
of Reformation in his own Breaſt, the work would 
be put into more honeſt and reputable Hands, the 
ſuſpition be taken off that *tis done more out of ma- 
lice and deſign of picking of Pockets, than refor- 
ming the State, and our Laws regain their deſer- 
ved Credit, of being ſtrong enough to carry on 
che neceſſary work of Reformation, without ſuch 
| clandeſtine, ſneaking Aſſiſtance, as is ſometimes - 
made uſe of; but ſome People may (perhaps) be 
of the mind of the Wounded Gentleman, which 
Sir Kenelm Digby ſpeaks of, in relation to his Sym- 
pathetic Powder, Let the Cure be done, tho? Maho- 


met do it. 


In the Second place, the Magiſtrate muſt be 
watchful of the Good of the Government. 
He that's of a {luggiſh ſleepy Temper, will make 
but an indifferent Officer in this caſe; heꝰIl look upon 

]juſtice it ſelf as a heavy Weight, and nothing but 
the ſtrength of Neceſſity can cauſe him to put it 
in motion. Such a one is more likely to Batten in 
the Office, than to do good to that Body, over 
which he preſides; and whatever Qualities he may 
have in common with that Animal, that ſaved the 

Capitol, yet he*Il ne're deſerve to be rememberꝰd 

for his Watchfulneſs: Therefore all Bodies that 

have a Power of electing Magiſtrates, ſhould take 


care not to chooſe ſuch a Head, as will Nod 


cover their Priviledges, and drop them out of 
his Hand, whilſt he ſleeps, or betray them to the 
Enemy, by Craft or Guile. But a Man that 
is Watchful, a Lover of the Eftabliſh'd Re- 


ligion 


8 


„ 


— — 


_ A. Sermon Preaci/d 


_— 


be a Perſon of the greateſt penetration imaginable, * 
and his knowledge of Men, of the greateſt Lati- 

tude, yet is he {till liable to be deceiv'd, ſince the 
Tempers of Men are ſo often diſguis d. 


tereſt of the Government, our Law thinks fit to 
oblige him by an Oath. Now, altho' an Oath © 
be a ſacred Tye upon all People, yet ſhould Ma- 
giſtrates, and thoſe that are in Authority, look 
upon themſelves to be under, more than common, 
Obligation religiouſly to obferve theirs. « 


ligion, and firm to the Conſtitution : other” | 
cannot well be ſupposd to have; For Kings and 


openeſt Converſation, can never be acquainted 


lookt upon as an Equivalent to an Oath; And Ho- 


out of his Mouth, but it became his Deed. 
Our Government takes care, that the Magiſtrate 
iin: ſhall not enter into his Office, but through the 
19. Door of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. This, the Honeſt 

Builders of our Conſtitution, thought would have 
been a ſufficient Guard for the Government ; not 


would not ſuffer them to joyn with us in Matters, 
that they themſelves on to be indifferent (at 


wiſe they may as well put Wolves to keep their 
Sheep. They have Opportunities of know- 
ing who are fit for ſuch a Truſt, which Princes 


Princes are but Men, as well as meaner Mortals. 
Their Opticks are not ſtrong enough to ſee thro? 
the Breaſts of their Subjects; He that is of the 
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with all, but the Grandeur of Princes confines , 
their Knowledge to a few; And tho' a Prince ſhouid 4 


Therefore to ſecure the Magiſtrate in the In- 1 


Thus the very Word of Perſons of Honour, is 


mer tells us, that Agamemnon's Word was no ſooner 


ſuſpecting that thoſe, whoſe ſqueamiſh Conſciences 5 


* oy 
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leaſt not ſinful) would ever fo far forget 3 
and a good Conſcience, as to play faſt and looſe, 
with the moſt ſerious Matters of Religion; and 
do that for the gaining of an Office, Which they 
will not do to gain Heaven: Such dealing juſtly 
gives Scandal to all good Men, deforms the face 
of Religion, and enervates the Government; By 

Government, here Tunderſtand the Eſtabliſht Co- 
ſtitution, Which the Magiſtrate muſt be careful to 
preſerve, otherwiſe he proves a Traitor both to 
his King, and his Country. For tho? it ſhould be 

the misfortune of any Nation, to have a Perſon 

inveſted with ſupream Authority, whoſe Princ. 

ples ſeem to thwart" the Defign of 2 of their 
Laws, yet if the Subordinate Magiſtrates are 


wWuatchful, and true to their Truſt, they will keep 4 
him upright whether he will or no, and makea a 
good Prince of an indifferent Perſon: But if they . 
are ſupine, negligent, or falſe, a bad King will 
quickly become worſe, his evil Deſigns get the 
Authority of Laws, and the People become a Prey 
to the Ambition of the Prince. 
Soveraignty is the greateſt Truſt that can be 
committed to Man by God; and therefore our 
Nation wiſely thinks fit to engage their Prince to 
the performance of His Duty, by the ſacred Tye 
of an Oath; part of which is, That He will grant 
Al and confirm to the People of England, the Laws, 7 
Cuſtoms, and Franchiſes granted to the Clergy, — 
and maintain the true Profeſſion of the Goſpel ” 
Eſtabliſſi d in this Kingdom. So that by the Te- _ 
nour of this Oath, we plainly fee what ought to 
be the Object of the Magiſtrates care, vi. the 
e 5" ”_ Welfare 


wk 


Vado the Fitabliſhrd Church and State, in 


oppoſition to Innovation and Faction. 
All Parties. and, Fackions muſt, as far as 


who the Men are that carry ſuch things on; whe- 


ther they be ſeemingly Religious, or openly Pro- 
fane, matters not; ſince let em be who they will 
(tho? the firſt are commonly the moſt dangerous) 
if they are once enter'd in a Party, or liſted in a 
Faction, notwithſtanding their ſpecious pretences, 
they are ill Subjects; and are carrying on that 
which manifeſtly tends to the weakning, if not 
the total eee Fa of the Conftitution. Now Ʒͥ 
that Magiſtrate that is not throughly convinc'd of 


the Excellency of our Conſtitution, both in Church 


and State, will prove but an indifferent Champi- 
on for either; He'll ne'er watch much to preſerve 
that which he cares not how ſoon is demoliſht; 
He will be mightily divided between Duty and 
Affection; and 'tis ten to one, but the Party he 


inclines to, ſpring up under his Government, as 


plentifully as Weeds out of Mother Earth: He will 
naturally cheriſh his own Brood, and look upon 
Conſtitution · Men as thoſe of another Hatch; un- 

happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe, as 
well as the Magiſtrate that thus marr's his Con- 


A 


bg, prevented, or ſuppreſt, by the Magiſtrates Care 
and Watchfulneſs. -?Tis not much to be weigh'd, 


But here it max heagkr, Arc not People to be 


protected h 0 di 


bd ß and encouragement from, the Go- 


vernment, For tho' I own that it muſt needs be, 
| that 


protected who differ from us in Opinion? Yes, cer- 
tainly as long as they live conformable to the Laws; 
but there is a vaſt difference betwixt having the 
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eſpecial manner, o 
Body, over which he preſides. 


; Folitic, ought nevertheleſs to be lookt upon as 


As the Magiſt rate muſt be watchful of the Good 
ol the Government in general, ſo muſt he be in an 


of the welfare of that particular 
He that Governs a Society or Number of Men, 


muſt expect to find ſome of both thoſe Claſſes, 
that more than divide the World. Amongſt our 
Saviours Twelve, there was a Judas, and tis for- 


ty to one but larger Societies are troubled witli 


Fools, as well as Knaves. The firſt are the Tools 
which the latter generally work with; and conſe- 
quently are as dangerous as the other, where a ſu- 

pzriority of Voices determines the Point; and 


therefore the Magiſtrate muſt be watchful, to 


countermine the Deſigns of the One, and to keep 
the Other upright, or at leaſt out of Harms way. 
People that live in Corporations, trade with 
Folks of all manner of Complexions and Opinions; 

and too often they carry away ſome of their Frin- 
ciples, as well as ſome of their Wares. And few 
of them having ſerv'd anApprentiſhip to Learning, 


as they have to a Trade; *tis no wonder if they 

prove but-indifferent Caſuiſts in point of Religion ; 

and are eaſier impos'd upon in the One tlan the 
- : - 08 Other. 
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Other. This (perhaps) may be a Reaſon (as well 
as ſrom the multitude of the People) why col- 
lective Bodies, ſuch as Cities are, are generally 


themſelves, tis not 


more Factious than others; and is, I am ſure, a 


ſufficient one, why he that preſides over them 
ſhould be extreamly watchful, becauſe as a Body 
the Poifon is eaſily convey'd to all its parts. 


Now one effectual way of ſtarving a Faction, 


is to take care that it be not fed with any of the 


Corporations Gifts or Bounties: For the Poor 


being in moſt places, more than the Rich, it is 
no Wonder that the Multitude are engag'd by 
ſuch Largeſſes. For ſuch People being not 
very capable of judging of the nature of things 
range if they adhere to 
_ Party, under. whoſe Protection they thrive 


Now *tisextreamly odd, to ſee Men that pro- 


feſs themſelves to be Church. men, always giving 
their Voices for SeQaries, if ſuch preſent them- 
| ſelves, in Oppoſition to as great Objects of Chari- 
ty, who are of the ſide of the Conſtitution, if this 
he not to cheriſh a Faction, I know what is; for 
tis plain, they are related to em, either in Blood or 
in Principle; Their Pride denies the one, and their 
Practice plainly declares the o tler. 
Nou in ſuch a Caſe as this, tho? there be like to 
be but very little good done, tho? the Magiſtrate be 
never ſo watchful; yet he muſt diſcharge an honeſt 
Conſcience, tho? he be overpower'd by Numbers; 
and altho' he miſſes his End, yet he ſhall not his 
Reward. He has little reaſon indeed to hope for 


Succeſs, when People Vote for, or againſt the 
Man, and not the Matter he propoſes; are led 


"by 


3 by Complexion rather than Reaſon ; for, at thi | 
rate, Juſtice it ſelf will often be Brow-beaten, and 


at Glouceſter, Cc. 13 
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| Iniquity put on the Robe of Succeſs. 


Such Actions as theſe are plainly the Symptoms 


? ofa ſickly Conſtitution, and certainly call for ſome 


| 2 ſpeedy Remedy, or they' turn our Saviour's 
Words into a Prophecy againſt themſelves, viz, 
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| That City that is divided againſt it ſelf cannot war. 12. 


and. 1 
"7 the Third place, the 1 muſt be 
watchful of his own Life and Actions. 

Evagrius tells us, That the Magiſtrate muſt make xyag, 
his Life a Pattern of Virtue, or a Lanthorn for Schol. 3. 
thoſe that are under him to follow after, thereby ig hes. 
to lead them to Godly Inſtruction; and the Wife i&, © 
Man tells us in Ecclus. 10. 2. That as the Judge of 
the People is, ſo are his Officers; and what manner 
of Man the Ruler of the City is, ſuch are all they that 
dwell therein, 5 5 
Men are apter to follow Example than Precept, 
even of thoſe that move in a direct Line with 
themſelves; But the Actions of thoſe in Power, 
put on the Authority of a Faſhion, and will be 
{ure to be imitated by the Vulgar at leaſt; even 
the Vicesand Deformities of great Men, go as ſel- 
dom unaccompanied as their Perſons. The /thio- Diod. Si- 
pians had once a One-ey'd Bandy-legg'd King, cul.Biblio, | 
upon which his Subjects grew ſo extreamly Com- 
plaifant, that tas an unfaſhionable thing to ap- 
pear at Court with both Eyes. open, and a pair of 
{trait Leggs; Plato's natural Deformity, made 


25. 


/ 


many crooked Diſciples; Ariſttotle's Stammering 


corrupted the Speech of others, and Alexander's 
bended Neck, and ſhrill Yoice, were held highly 
worth the imitating. = 
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power and Grandeur attract the Eyes of all ; 


the Many-ey'd Multitude are always prying into 
the Actions of the Great; And then his Deeds ap- 
pear in Scarlet, and look big as well himſelf, fo 
that what would have been but a ſmall ſlip in the 
Man, puts on a greater Malignity in the Magi- 
ſtrate ; and hence it follows Virtue it ſelf being 
Amiable ) that if the Perſon in Power, be watch- 


ful over his own Actions, he may live the People 
into good Manners, by his own Example, when 

he can hardly compel em by the Sword. SE 
In the next place, the Magiſtrate ought to re- 
member that he hath his Commiſſion from God, 


tho? immediately from his Prince, and therefore 


he ought to be extreamly careful, to keep up the 
Character of him that he Perſonates, ind 


hat he not bu- 
ry any part of the Dignity of the Office, in the 
natural, or accidental Imperfections of the Man. 


Ihe wearing of the Sword muſt not make him 
Proud; People mult not always read his Authori- 


ty in the Lines of his Countenance ; neither muſt 
he Cut and Slaſh with his Tongue, that is ſharper 


than a two- edg'd Sword; nor carry his Ears in 
his Feet, as Ariſtides ſaid of Dionyſius the Tyrant, 
when he was askt the Reaſon of his falling down 
before him; ſo on the contrary, the conſideration 
of his own Imperfections, muſt not make him too 
 Submiſſive. He may be Affable, Courteous, and 
Pleaſant, without making himſelf cheap; But he 


muſt never quite drop the Magiſtrate, to take up + 
dhe good Companion. He muſt not hide the City- 


Sword in his own Scabbard; but muſt look upon 


at the Magiſtrate and not at the Man; and there- 


Affronts given him, whilſt in Power, as levelPd 


fore 
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fore be ſure to puniſh that in his dignified Capaci- 

ty, which perhaps his good Nature would have 
oblig'd him to have forgiven in his private One; 

for there is no Tongue ſo Skillful, in diſſecting Re- 
putations, as to Cut the Man without Wounding 

the Officer. 80 ö 

Seconaly, The Magiſtrate mult perſevere, and II. 

77 P . 
And here (perhaps) it may be expected that I 

= ſhould ſhew what that Faith is, in which the Ma- 
giſtrate mult ſtand faſt and perſevere. _ 

To which I anſwer, That the Words maniſeſt- 

ly relate to that Doctrine, that was deliver'd b 

Chriſt, and propagated by his Apoſtles, and is 
now contain'd in the Books of the New Teſta- 

No where-ever there is a Church Eſtabliſht, 

that holds nothing but what is agreeable to the 
Scriptures in Doctrine, and in Diſcipline to the 
practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, the Faith of 

that Church the Magiſtrate is oblig'd to ſtand faſt 
in and defend. He muſt oppoſe all Innovation, 
Whether in Church or State, ſince what Wounds. 
the One, certainly Hurts the Other. 


Ihat our Church is ſuch a Church as this, has: 
been made appear by her Champions, beyond all 

» ContradiQtion. . 5 

if The Scriptures are the Fountains, from whence 
- | flow the bright Streams of our Religion. The 

? * Faithof the Church of Exg/azd has the Scripture 
only for its Guide, and in her Devotions, as near 

1 as may be, She follows the Example of the Primi- 

dl tive Chriſtians. She will not give up her Reaſon. 

4  tolzaly, nor the Decency of her Worſhip to Geneva. 


She 
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She has more Wit than to place Infallibility in St. 
Peter's Chair, or to be guided by that Spirit that 
would teach her to change her Biſhops for 


Lay-Elders , and Decency and Order for Con- 
fuſion. Her Worſhip is not ſtifled with Ceremo- 
nies, like that of the Church of Rome, nor ſtript 


ſtark Naked and Starv'd, like that of the Diſſen- 
ters; but She keeps a decent Medium between 


both, which hath been lik d by all but the ho 
rant and Obſtinate, (the moſt Learned even of the 


Diſſenters approving it) and has been, and isſtill, 
practisd by Men of the greateſt Parts, moſt Pri- 


mitive Learning, and Apoſtolic Lives. 


At the Reformation we came 'out of Babyloz, 


and left her Corruptions behind us; adherd to that 
Doctrine which had Scripture only for its Rule, 
and is as pure as the Revelation by which it was 
guided; This Reformation was lookt upon to be 

E fal and perfect, till Perſecution ariſing in the Days 

of Queen * , ſome Perſons flew to Geneva 


and Strasbourgh, and having there imbib'd Prin- 


ciples, ſufficient to tur» the World upſide down, 
they came hither alſo. =” 1 
Queen Eli xabeth found *em to be People of Sick- 
ly Fancies, and Reſtleſs Diſpoſitions; and her 
Succeſſor King James gives his Son this Advice 


far. concerning them; Take heed, my Son, to ſuch 


Puritans, very Peſts in the Church and Common 
Y © Weal, whom no Deſerts can oblige, nor Oaths 
. 31, © and Promiſes bind; breathing nothing but Se- 
© dition and Calumnies; aſpiring without Mea- 

* ſure, railing without Reaſon, and making their 
oven Imaginations (without any Warrant of the 
Word) the Square of their own Conſciences. So 


that 
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and Murdering Kings, 


Faith of the Church of Exgland, in oppoſition to 
5 N and Phanaticiſm, and thoſe numerous In- 
ſects which are common 


The one thinks we have reform'd too far, the 


other not far enough; And the love of either to 
our Conſtitution may appear from their Practices; 


y the Product of Corrup- 


17 
that the Magiſtrate with us is to ſtand faſt in the 


The Firſt endeavoured to ſend King and Parlia- 


ment, Elijah like, in a Fiery Chariot to Heaven; 
the Other actually Murther'd her Father, and 
turn'd her Mother a Begging, and ſo far oblig'd us 
indeed, in that they ſhew*d to the World one of the 
b 177 Examples of Royal Patience and Vertue, 
ſuffering Loyalty, that ever the Sun beheld. 
But here perhaps it may be ſaid, that it favours 
of want of Charity, to call to remembrance the 
Crimes that were perpetrated ſo long ago; to 
which I am ready to ſubſcribe, could I be afſur'd 
that their Principles are not the ſame now as they 
were then; but Lfear I have reaſon to ſay the ſame 
of them that Fæbadius does concerning Arianiſm ; 
Mortuis authoribus hujus veneni, 2 erata tamen Do- 
ctrina eorum non moritar, that though the Authors 
of this Venom be Dead and gone, yet their wicked 
Mie find that that damnable Doctrine of depoſing 
is taught by others beſides 


Papiſts; ſo that the Magiſtrate is not to play i 


the Part of the one ey'd Stag, which plac'd his 


blind ſide towards tlie Sea, thinking that there 

could be no danger but from the Land, and at laſt 
was wounded from that place, whence he appre- 

hended leaſt, or no danger, being ſhot with an Ar- 

+ e row 


4 Sermon Fraach d 


row from a Veſſel; I ſuppoſe there will be no need 
of giving you the Moral: 3 
St Chryſoftom upon the Words Stand faſt in the 
Faith, faith this Advice is given ws eandoppwr as to 
thoſe who are apt to be agitated, and toſt about in 
their Minds like the Waves of the Sea ; People of 
fickle Tempers, and dancing Fancies; that take up 
things without ſufficient Reaſon, and part with 


- 
: 


them they know not why ; that are for the High 
Church one Day, and for the Lom the next, and 
then they have buta very ſhort ſtep to the being of 


none at all. 


Now the Magiſtrate muſt take care he is not of 
this Shuttlecock Temper ; He muſt, and indeed 
every other prudent Man, look into the Foundation 


on which he builds his Belief. 


He muſt adhere to, and follow nothing but 
Truth; which, like the God thereof, is the ſame Teſ- 


Heb. 13.8. terday to Day and for ever; for indeed to ſee People 


ſhifting and changing Hands, to be one day a vio- 


lent Stickler for the Church, and by and by carry- 
ing on the hidden Deſigns of a Patty, juſtly-calls not 
only the Judgment, but the Honeſty of ſuch in 


queſtion: And though the Proteus may be hugg'd 


for a time, as being a neceſſary Tool, yet they can- 
not chuſe but deſpiſe him in the bottom. Whereas 


he that is firm to his Principle, though he ſhould 


chance to be in the wrong, may ſtill deſerve this 


commendation of being conſtant and firm to his 


Purpoſe. 


© Thirdly, As the Magiſtrate muſt not be ofa fickle, 
changeable Piſpoſition, ſo neither muſt he be of a 


T.2odicean Temper; He muſt ftand faſt in his Faith, 


and firm to the Intereſt of his Church: for tis a 


certain 
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I they meet with a . 
as near their Heart, and hug him as cloſe as a Mi- 


him as the Levite did the 
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certain Truth, that he can never be too zealous in 
the cauſe of God. mY | 
There are a ſort of Men who affect the Title of 


Moderate (I do not oy they deſerve it in reſpect 
of their Love to'the C 


urch) who take it ill that 
they be not thought as good as Church-men, as 


the higheſt Pretenders; Since they'll tell ye, that. 
they love her Ordinances, and reſpect her Diſci- 


pline, and communicate with no other; and yet, 


- 


- like Plaiſters, ſtick faſteſt to the ſore part of tlie Na- 
tion. All their Court and Smiles are made to a 
Party, who in the memory of Man were known 
to be no very good Friends to our Eſtabliſhment. 
If they meet with what they call a High Church- 


> 4 * 


man, (meaning, T ſuppoſe, a. Lover of our Do- 


Arine and Mode of . 45 they Compliment 
um vite lan that fell among e 
Thieves, by paſſing by on tlie other ſide; But if : 
6 Four ty one Man, they lay him 

fer does his . 5 
I would not be thought to be againſt that com- 


mon Love and Amity, which ouglit to be amongſt 


Men; for Iam for a comprehenſion in that reſpect, 


{neither would there be any ſuch thing as Parties if 
the Diſſenters did not make them) but why People 
ſhould be ſo particular in their Addreſſes to ſuch 


Men, who openly declare a diſlike to our Conſti- 


tution, and cr = the Excellency of that Spirit, 
that poſleisd thoſe 


who brought King Charles ro 
his Tryal, does not to me, ſeem eaſy to be hand- 


* ſomely accounted for. Beſides ſuch herding with 


the Separatiſts is expreſly contrary ro Scripture, if 
we will believe the Words of St. Paul, who ſays, 
RY T2 -. 1 1 
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I hbeſesch you Brethren, mark them which cauſe divi. 
: ſions and offences, contrary to the Doftrine which | 
u. 16, Je have learn'd and avoid them: And ſhould I | 
1 ſay that they are as great Enemies to our Conſtitu- 
tion as the Separatiſts themſelves, perhaps, I might 
JJ 
For firſt of all, the Strength of a Government 
conſiſting chiefly in the number and unanimity of 
the Subjects, it follows, that whoever they be that 
foment Diviſions, form Parties, or create Piſtin- 
ctions, do weaken and enervate the Government, 
the vis unita being broken. Now the Queſtion 
will lie whether it be the High Church. men or the 
Lom, that form a Party. The beſt Criterion that 
I know of, to try both is the Law, both of Charch 
and State; Now, what is meant by a * harch- 
man, I confeſs, I could never well underſtand, eſpe- 
cially when he is pointed out as an ill Man; If 
they mean one who ſtretches things beyond what 
they were deſign'd for, who puts the Law upon 
the Rack, and makes it ſpeak what was never fo 
much as in its firſt intention, why then I joyn 
with them that ſuch a one is an ill Man; and he 
would no more find protection from our Laws, 
than a Thief or a Robber ; our Church diſowns 
ſuch to be her Sons. OO Re 
But if they mean one who loves our Conſtituti- 
on, who is fatisfy'd in his Conſcience with the 
Excellency of our Doctrine, Order and Diſcipline, 
who takes all the care he can to keep the Laws a- 
live, why then certainly ſuch a one can by no 
means deſerve the Character of a Party-Man, or 
be term' d an ill Subject, till our Conftitution be 
found Faulty, or doing one's Duty be prov'd 2 
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be a Crime, and at this rate they make another 
Diſtinction much of the ſame kind, viz. of High 


and Low Chriſtians. Beſides, a High-Church-man, 


tho? he be for putting, the Laws in Execution, can 


do the Separatiſts no harm, ſince they are protect- 


ed by a Toleration, which is as much, if not more, 
than a modeſt People ſhould ask, conſidering 


the Government, and not call not being upper- 
moſt Perſecution. in! 


But to return, tis certain there had been no 
ſuch thing as a Party amongſt us, had not the Dil- 


what things they have done for us, and how they 
rye! joyn'd with the Papiſts, when it was our 
Misfortune to have a Prince that was reconcil'd to 
the Church of Rome; and they ought to look 
upon it as an act of the greateſt Condeſcention in 
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ſenters gone out from us, by forming a Part 


that acts contrary to our antient Laws, and often 


framing deſigns againſt our Government. 


Now that our Low-Charch-mex do this. is ma- 


nifeſt from their Naamar-like temper of ſuppor- 


ting the Diſſenters, from their joyning with them 
in almoſt all Matters, which they have a mind to 


carry on; For I think the Government need not 


take much notice, whether a Man goes to Church, 
or ta the Conventicle, if under the character of a 


 Church-man, he does thoſe very things which a 


neſs of his heels compaſſeth him round about, he may 


| have woeful leifure to conſider, and reflect upon 
the AT of his paſt Actions, who like the Goat in 
I, made a Ladder of his Back for the Fox 


the We 


to get up, and in the end is left in the Lurch 
himſelf. 3 „ 


Further - 


Diſſenter would do, and at laſt when the wicted- t 4g. 5 


9 
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Furthermore, theſe moderate Men, by jofning 
with the Diſſenters, do us more harm than the Se- 
paratiſts themſelves ; for there being many of the 
well-meaning Vulgar, who are guided and.go- 
vern'd by the Acxions of thoſe that move in a high- 
er Sphere; Theſe Men, ' ould a Diſſenter ask 
them to join with 'em, would be cautious, and 
ſuſpect there was Poiſon under the gilded Pill; 
bur if they ſee ſuch a Neighbouring Gentleman, 
one who has the Character of a moderate, quiet, 
well-meaning Man, join in the Cauſe, why then 
the ſuſpition is taken off, and tho? they would not 
be entic'd into the Net by thoſe they ſuſpected, 
yet are they decoy'd in by one, as they thought, 


n f 
I be miſchief that this ſort of Moderat inn has 
done to our Conſtitution, eſpecially in the Church, 
Woill appear from the Account which my Lord 
Hiſt. Re- Clarendon gives of Arch - biſnop Abbot, Who was 
bell. part ( not for ſtrièt Diſcipline, nor Conformity; whoſe 
1ſt. p. 68, 1x1. „ 3 WS 
69. . Houſe was à Sanctuary to the moſt Eminent 


Religion, no otherwiſe than as it abhor'd and re- 

JJ CC * 
This Moderation towards the Geneva Faction 
(Which was well nigh ſuppreſt by his Predeceſſor 
Bancroft) ſow'd thoſe Seeds of Trouble, which ſo 
plentifully ſprang up in good Arch-biſhop.Laud's 
time; Now leaſt my Lord Clarendon ſhould not 
paſs for an Author with ſome People, let us hear 
What Dr. Burner, now Biſhop of Salisbury, ſays of 
the Moderation now ſo much in faſhion towards the 

Diſſenters; If we treat them ee gentle- 

0 


* neſs and reſpect, then they are inſolent, and im- 
: 
pute 


© of the FaQtious Party, and conſider'd Chriſtian 


— — 
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15 . "I . 5 25 . ; 
pute ſuch uſage to our diſtruſt of our own 
© nions,. and 4 Brod value of their way: Conf. z. 
F 6 227. Beſides, the taking of ſweet Counſel toge- 
| ther, and walking for a long time hand in — 2 = 
Friends, may be à means 40 lead People into Er- 
tors before they are aware, and oblige them to fol: 
low, tho? both Reaſon and Conſcience tell them 
than ounne 10. 0rew 
If a Government ſhall think fit to tolerate an 


* 
* 
— 


from thence, that 105 it haye a better opinion of 
theparty: Lam {tilloblig'd (and perhaps they too) 

by the Act of Uniformity, and ought to ſtand faſt 
in the Faith of the Eſtabſifh d Church, tho? I leave 


T fon ner he Religiqn, it doth not follow | 
[ 


it to Providence, at laſt, to decide whether or no 


 they.are not Schiſmaticks, notwithſtanding their 
Brag'd of allowance, 
Ion I am not for Perſecution, neither am I 
for pampering a Party, nor for ſtrengtheng the 


Ola Cauſe, by being either A real, or imagin d . 


Friend to the Faction; If thoſe that are not of us 
(fince we know what manner of Spirit they are of) eat 1 
the Fruit of their Vine, and fit peaceably under; 
their own Fig tree, tis as much as they ought to de- 
ſire; but if diſtinctions muſt be made, let them be on 
the ſide of the Conſtitution; let us indeed do good 
unto all Men, but in an eſpecial manner, to thoſe 


vke 3; 
* 


that are of the Houſnold of Faith; thoſe that 


pray for the Peace of Jeraſalem, and wiſh the Pro- 


ſpelity of our Sion. 


Tis not the Perſon of any Man that we ought 
to have in Hatred or Admiration, but his Princi- 
ples; and when ever our Diſſenting Brethren will 
eonvince us, they have caſt off the old Leaven of 
— — — or) 


A Sermon Preachd : 
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* ſelf, Na this our Brother was dead and is alive, 


Forty One let us embrace them, as the tender Fa- 
ther did the Prodigal that had been befide him- 


was loſt and is found. 


T bind and laſtly, The Magiſtrate muſt have 
15 con” honeſtly to diſcharge that Truſt which is 
repos" e bas YN 


in him. 1 ES 
By Courage, here, I mean a modeſt , tho? 


firm Reſolution of adhering to Truth and Ju- 


, — — 


ſtice; ſuch a ſtrength of the Mind as will not 


qt 2 modeſt Reſolution, that 


ſtrength of Mind, that I may make a difference 


between true Courage, and the hardneſs of Hide, 
and the ſtrength of- Nerves and Sinews. Kicking 
and Cuffing may paſs for Courage amongſt the 
Bear- garden Champions, who converſe moſtly with 
Beaſts, but there is as much difference between that 
and Magnanimity, as there is between Railing 
CVVVUVUVVUVVVVTVTTTVTVTTTVWJVVVV 
He whoſe Defigns are really jaſt and honoura- 
ble, and his Reſolutions firm and unfhaken ; that 
dares do an honeſt Action, and is only afraid of an 
ill thing, is a Man of Courage, though (as ſome 
People have had) he has an Antipathy to a Sword, 
or ſhould faint at the ſmell of Gun- powder: He 
will not ſwerve from the Law to play the Knave, 
nor go beyond it to be term'd a Foot. 
He will not becourted into an ill Action, nor 
cajol'd into Crimes; he makes Law and Reaſon the 
| Rule that he goes by, and ſo will not run from the 
Protection of the One, nor the — of the 
ther; 


be bore dawn by external Force, or acciden- 
tal Oceurrences; 

1 may diſtinguiſh it from the Rhetoric of Billinſ- 
gate, which is too much in uſe in ſome places; and a 
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Other; the laſt governs the prudence of his Choice, 

the firſt protects and warrants his wiſe Under- 

taking. He will not he deafned by Noiſe, nor 

trampled under feot by Numbers; but will fol- 

low Truth where-<er ſhe appears, and has al- 

ways a hand ready to ſupport neglected Ver- 

tue. He hates riding upon the Jad:ſb Croud, who 

ſpeak like Balaam's Aſs, tho' they are often actu- 

||  - atedby a quite different Spirit; and are generally 
— held faſteſt by the Ears by thoſe who have the two 
qualifications, which Iſocrates own*d he wanted, 
Sed: ie Y ToApuns a lowd Voice and Confi- , Panel. 
dence; But yet he encourages Vertue, tho' he 


finds it in the meaneſt Hands, and oppoſeth Vice, 
tho it ſtalks on the Stilts of a better Fortune. 
| He will not ſully his Conſcience by obeying the 
41 _ unlawful Commands of his Prince, much leſs to 
carry on the underhand Deſigns of a Party ; He 
knows how-to ſuffer for Conſcience fake, and is 
bold enough never to act againſt it 
But methinks I hear a Time- ſerver ſay, that this 
is bringing in the abdicated Doctrine of Paſive O— 
bedience again; which has been lookt upon, even by 
ſome of the Clergy of the Church of England, to 
be a Doctrine Calculated only for Fools. 
To which I ſhall only ſay, that if this be true, Hefen. 
the Wiſdom of the Primitive Church may be very 4s enim re. . 
much queſtion d; who thought it more prudent to #9 = — 
ſuffer than reſiſt: And I wiſh it were not an eaſy 40 ſed nori. 5 | 
matter to find out ſome People whoſe Luſtre has ende, non : 
been more tarniſh*d,by throwing off that Doctrine, re * 
than ever it was by adhering to it; and if there vn ſcelere, 
be any ſuch as before mention'd, amongſt our 4 Huf. 
+» Clergy, to them I ſhall only uſe the Words of Dr. 1. 1. ch. 19. 
eee, eee yu _ .-- | Burnet, | 


—y 


A Sermon Preachd 


| * Caf. 1. Barnet, now Biſhop of Salisbury, What may we 
1 p. 18. not look for from ſuch Teachers, who dare tax 
=: - © that Glorious Doctrine of patient Suffering, as Bru- 
ttiſh and Trrational, though it be expreſly ſaid that 

* e Chriſt by ſuffering for us, left us his Example how 

r to follow his Steps, 1 Pet. 2. 124m. 

= Having given this Deſcription of a Man of Cou- 
| rage, it will appear how neceſſary it is, that the 

| 3 _ Magiſtrate be ſuch: He that governs a People a- 
S - . mongſt whom Faction thickens, and Parties pre- 
8 vail, had need have a large ſhare of the Wiſdom of {| 
# SGrolomon, and the Courage and Conſtancy of an | 
Apoſtle; Wiſdom to oppoſe the Deſigns of the 
Enemy, that he be not trickt out of a good Cauſe, 

and Courage, to let them know that Truth ſhall 
never want a Champion, though ſhe be over. 
power'd by Numbers. This will keep his Breafl 
calm and unruffled, when ill-manner*d Mouths. 
run over with diſreſpectful Jargon; well knowing 
that they are only ſhallow Waters that are curPd 
by ſuch Pebbles; and that *tis not worth a wiſe 
Man's while to expect the regard due to the Ofi- 
cer from People who do not underſtand the Dig- 
nity of the Office, but look upon the Magiſtrate 


o 
- 
, = 


oy 


* 55 to be a Creature of their own making. 5 
= hut notwithſtanding this, he mul endeavour _ 
To prevent the crafty Deſigns of the Knaviſh, to 
© © take care that the Weak be not perverted, nor 


| 6 led aſtray, to protect the Poor and Oppreſſed, and 

3 & = do ſee that thoſe that are in Need and Neceſſity 

* have right; and in ſhort, to curb the Rage and 
Madneſs of the People; for if there be any Deed 
committed, which is manifeſtly detrimental to 

the Government, and hie did not prevent it, when , 

— Wr 
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it lay in his Power, the Act becomes his, and 


the Iniquity lies upon him, though the Fact were 


committed by other hands, - 


By this time I hope it does in ſome meaſure ap- 
pear, how neceſſary it is, that the Magiſtrate be 
Watchful, Conſtant and Couragious; in oppoſition 
to Negligence and Sloath, Inconſtancy and Trim- 
ming, Puſillanimity and Cowardize; What re- 


mains therefore, but that we join in fervent Prayer 


to God, that thoſe who preſide over us, may 


ich, fand faſt in the Faith, and quit then 


ſelves like Men, F 
That they may truly mini ſter Juſtice to the 


Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to the 


maintenance of God's true Religion and Virtue; So 
that Vice being diſcourag'd, and Faction —_—_ 
ond of 


we may hold the Un?ty of the Spirit in the 


2 Peace, endeavouring to be a good People, confor- 


mable to the Example of the beſt of Princes: So 


that hence forward we may be as notable for Ami- 


ty and brotherly Love, as We are now, for Divi- 
ſions and Diſcord; as famous for Loyalty to the 
Queen, as we have been infamous for Rebellion to 
ber Grand. father; being cemented together by 
Brotherly Love, having one Lord, one Faith, 

| Baptiſm, one God and Father of us all, we may be 5,6. 
tranſlated from this happy State of Agreement, to 
that bleſſed Place, Where Love, Joy, and Con- 
cord, ſhall for ever flouriſh and abound : Which 
God of his infinite Mercy grant unto us all, c. 
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